Since KUNITZ (1) isolated trypsin inhibitors from bovine pancreas and soy bean, a large number of the enzyme inhibitors has been found in animals , plants and microorganisms (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) . Extensive studies have been carried out by many anthers on physical and biochemical properties of the trypsin-and chymotrypsin inhibitors from soybean (7), lima bean (8), corn (9) and potato (10) .
Characterization of protease inhibitors of cereals is of particular importance in relation to the nutritional values of cereal foods. The authors, in attempting to evaluate the nutritional value of wheat germ, came to realize that wheat grain contains several protease inhibitors other than those previously reported . SHYAMALA (11) showed that an extract of whole wheat flour has an inhibitory 153 activity against trypsin, and later, HOCHSTRASSER (12) isolated a trypsin inhibitor from wheat germ having a molecular weight of 17,000. However, the author found that NaCl-extract of wheat contained at least four trypsin inhibitors and, in addition, several other components having inhibitory activities against a chymotrypsin and pepsin. In this communication, wheat grain was divided into three portions, germ, bran and endosperm, and relative activities and distribution of these inhibitors in these fractions were examined. Some properties of the inhibitors were also included. The picture on the extreme left is the electrophoretic profile of protein components in the germ extract, the active bands being marked by arrows.
The rest of the patterns are those of isolated inhibitors. The gels were stained with Amido Black 10 B. Fig. 3 . Molecular weight estimation of trypsin inhibitor in wheat germ from the mobility data. SDS-gel electrophoresis was performed in 0.1M phosphate buffer containing 0.5% SDS. The globular proteins were used for the standarization of molecular weight vs. mobility plot.
particularly noteworthy that the pepsin inhibitor of all the extracts could not be detected in polyacrylamine gels. This and the fact that it is heat resistant appear to indicate the pepsin inhibitor being a low molecular weight substance.
Detailed studies on the physiochemical properties of this inhibitor are in progress. 
